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P

ng the ownership status of the Pinkafeld-Szombathely railrosd in B
genland, particularly that part of the line between Pinkafeld and Wiener=.

stadt, Lower Austria, : This was formerly a privately owned railroad line —

; the Nazi regire, the Austrian portion of the railroad was pur-

e German Reichsbahn fer 450,000 Reichsmarksy and is now con-

percent German property by the Soviets, WANEK is also studying

- the ownership status of the right~of-way along the Vienna-Pottendorf-Wiener

Beustadt railroad, which was purchased by the German Reichsbahn in 1939 for

450,000 Reichsmarks, T/iis rallroad was originally constructed to relieve the

heavy traffic load carried on the main southern route to Italy,

On 2 Yarch 949, Lt, dol. BORISOV of the Soviet Reparations Division in the

“Hotel Imperial sent the German Properties Department a list of four firmsY e

Qesterreichische Brown-Boveri Werke A,G.3 C. Schember & Soehne, Brueckenwaagen
und Maschinenfabrifen A.G. in Atzgersdorfy Semperit Gummiwerke A.G, in Wimpassings'
and Steyermwehl Pspierfabriks und Verlags A.G., Vienna I, Boersegasse 11, ‘BORISOV!'s
directive requested that two questions be answered about each firm, These ques-
tions covered defails as to the firms' shareholders in 1945 and the standpoint
of the Austrian Government on the Austrian owpership status of each firm, Ac-
gording to sourte, the German Properties Department has never before been asked.
to determine the position taken by the Austrian Government on the status of .

trian ownership,.

During the second week of March 1949, a new set of inquiries
emperit Gummiwerke A.G,, Steyermuehl Papierfabriks und Verlags A.G., f{

-Dajml er-Py % A.G,,were sent to the German Properties Department by the ‘ J!p
Financial @epartments of USIA, The inquiry from th L

5

e SDLLR A.u., 15 also being investigated by the German
Properties Department, Source regards these investigations am indicative of

Soviet iatention to establish future claims to German property on a justifi-
able leal basis, ‘
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is. progress ng slowly, The fact that OLEKH, head of the German Properties
epartment attends daily conferences at the Imperial Hotel and takes with
epartment,,and that the Financial . f)epartment of USIA has made an unusual
number of iuquirles recently regarding the capital status of firms under in-
vestigation by the German Properties Department has led source to believe that - i
Soviet authorities are working on some form of overall statement concerning

German property claims. . ;

vecial Soviet comm.lss:\.on has been appointed to check the files of all flms

50

being L2 percent German-owned, The amount of Semperit indebtedness to the

CGreditanstalt is not known,
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